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Fondwa Hosts International Visitors

Su far 1998 has been a year nich in visitors, In Januany a medical team from Duke
University retumed for their second anmeal visit, seeing over 170 patients in beo days.
In addition, they browght medical supplies and information for Ur murses and Fan &
pediatric clinic for the lids at Fatima House. .. then gave emergency ald to Gy Paraison,

our adminstrator, when he was carfed in from a motorcycle accident ! (Guy is fine)

I Februany we were vory pleased towelcome the Fonkoze USA Board of [hrectors,
whao wisited &PF as an example of a member organization of Fonkoze, which 15 dedi-
cated tocollaborating with grassroots orgamzations. Alse i Februany we received a
group of students from Mont 5acre Coeur High School in Quebec, They spent over six
rreniths preparing bar thedr visit {including Creole lessons) and wene most weloome guests.
They inberviewed APF members and stafl, planted trees, visited the schood and spent a

night in the homeas of peasant families.

In March we welcomed an Epica delegation, and student
groups from Hotre Dame and Dequesne Universities,  The
Duguessne students have now organized three visits to Fondwa
and are helping to suppert the orphanage and cur reforestation
efforts, Additionally, a group of students from the masters’ pro-
gram in intemational development at Geenge Washington Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C. , made Fondwa a stop on their 2-
wieal {tinerany in Haiti. The visit was mutually enriching: we
found their guestions and observa tions very valuable and they
stated that thedr visit to Fondwa was a highlight of thairtrip. To
quate them, “The exposure to such a mmarkable crample of solf-
created and seff-sustaining dovelop-
mant work s wery encouraging,
Without a doubt, Fondwa provides
hope and inspiration for other vil-

interview project asking the peasants what
it means to them to be a member of APF
Meagan's visit overlapped with visits from
tero students who came to Fondwa through
Tet ansanm, a Califormia organization
whitch binings university students to Haiti for
extended sumimer work., Katie Fischer, from
Berelay, and Kinga Liautaud, from UC Santa
Cruz, also worked on a project intendas-
ing peasants about reforestation.
September savw us hosting a group of
representatives from the Association of the
Peazants of Vallue (APY), a peasants’ astociation located a
few howrs' drive from Fondwa. APY had already hosted APF. This
linking of peasant asseciations & crecial for the strength of the
prasant movement in Haitl, September also saw the wisit of Don
McClanen of the Ministry of Money, a longtime supporter of APF
andd of other prajects inHaitl, Don brought a group of youmg men
frern Cité Soleil, and we exchanged ideas about the challenges of

development work.

Finally, in September we welcomed two Cubans who are in-
terested in supporting APFs efforts for sustainable sconomic de-

velopment {ree paee 3,

| Consolidation Pro ject Funding Sought |

lages like it around the world. A
development prolessionals, we will
certainly use it as an examples in our
future caresrs,” Thanks to thizevaks-
ation, wo ane contacting other schools
waith similar programs toinvite them
to mcorporate a visit inko their cur-
riculum, We aktso wish to thank the
G students for a large denation
(26 baxes) of clothing and school
supplies they collected and sent to

Fandwa upon their retum homs,

In July we were hagpy to host
three American college students,
tiragan Earls, an undergraduate st
dent in Peace and Social Justicefrom
Eariham College in Indiana, spent
three weeks with ws, during which
time she planned and completed an

WE have prepared a thres-year
Consolidation Project grant proposal
which secks funding for our wide range
of ongoing programs: the pig project; our
many water projects (imgation resereoirs,
famity cistemns, family cuthouses, and com-
rmiunity showsers and wash houses); our re-
farestation and bean seed projects: and
constraciing a nev school buildirg and an
orphanage.

While vee seck this funding for the sake
of the infrastructures we hope to build, at
the same tirme a major benefit of the funds
willl b thee prosision of jobs to people He-
g in the reglon. With a policy of spread-
img the work ameng many people by hir-
ing people to wark for 3-month periods,
we hope to train some S0 people to work

as community educatars, teaching the

peasants about the projects and enlisting
their support and help. We plan to train
about 300 people in skilled jobs such as
carpentry and masonry, and then hire them
as laborers for the building projects. We
alsserpect the Corsolidation Project would
indirectly create abaul 1000 additonal jobs
in the economy of the Fondwa region, in
areas such as selling and trarsporting ma-

terials for the building,

e hawe submitted the proposal to
govemments and intermational HGOs who
are active i aild programs in Haitd, Howe-
evier, the current trend among these arga-
rizaions & withdrawal of funds fram Haiti.
Fr. Jeseph spent much of his time in Ewope
this surnmer seeking support through the
EEC. ‘Weare still hopeful that this willl prowve
frusiful,



AFP.F. Fonkoze and Cuba Join to Foster

hiz past summer Fr loseph and Anmve Hastings attended a confar-
ence in Cuba on sustainable development. Thare they met a large commu-
nity of Cubans and Haitian Cubans who are interested in contributing to the
struggle for economic justice in Haiti. &2 a result, two Cuban professionals,
Roberto Caballers Grande, an agronomist who works with peasants on sus-
tainable agriculture projects, and Brunc Henriques, an expert in altermative
energy, visibed APF in September to learn more about the specifics of our
situation and to formulate a program of CubansHailtlan solidarty.

After numerous meetings a 3-year The ccomomic problems of Haiti

agreement was drawn up between AFF,
the Cuban government, and Fonkoze,
an alternative bank for the organized
poar, which is interested in investing
in this APF project as a pilot project

of economic development in a rural

commaunity, The thrust of the project
is to sot up four sustainable businesses
in Fondwa to encourage the develop-
ment of a decentralized

lecal

toeday are closely linked with educa-
tiznal and emdronmental needs. Thus
the project will approach each bisi-
nedd endesvar on three levels: estab-
lishing the business as a viable sco-
mamic activity; establishing a train-
ing program for young people ta l=arn
the trade;  and linking the business

with a related emdrenmental project.
The projects includes:

- a bakery, to be paired with a
il conseryation pFﬂ]Eﬂttﬂl’EﬁEw bar-
ren land which will be used to plant

crops for use in bread baking;

= a pig-raising business, o be

N paired with an alternative cnergy

" praject which transforms pig

waste into blogas for lecal elec-
tricity generation;

- & poulbtry business, paired

Sustainable Economic Development

& outhouses and locate untapped wa-
Der Souroes;

= & chair-making business, to be
paired with a reforestation project
that will establish a rencwable source
af wood and palm for the chairs,

Fonkoze will assist APF in prepar-
ing business proposals for these
projects and will provide loan or in-
vestment dollars, as well as help bo
locate grant funding.

Cuba will send a team of four pro-
fessionals to wiork with APF for anc
yoar; an agronomist, a veternarian,
a bakerfmutritionist, and an animal
breeder with biogas expertize. They
will also provide scholarships for
people from Fondwa to be trained in
Cuba in general medicine, dentistry,
veterinary science, reforestation,
agronomy, sociology, and management
of rural sustainable development,
APF will be responsible for carrying cut
the project.

Thiz project marks an exciting
railestone in APF: history, and should
shape our future for years to come.

Fonkoze investors who wish to sup-
part this project can direct Fonkoze

with a project to build cisterns 0 Use their funds to that effect.

b
Solidarity Dinners Mark Anniversary

that, while unable to be with us in fact,
they veore wory much with us in spirit, Spe-
cial thanks to Fonkoze USA, which spon-
sored a dinner in Washington, DC;  the
Fttsburgh Haiti Solidarty Committes; and
the Haiti Partners Project of the Brooklyn
(MY} Ethical Culture Society. The evening
ended with a conference call betweean
Haiti, DC, Pittsburgh & California.

Tn mark our tenth anmiversany,
APF held a dinmer on May 9. We invited mamy
of our long-time friends and supporters here
in Haiti, and celebrated with food, a photo
collage of our first ten years, a neview of our
goals and achievements, and music and danc-
ing by the Fondwa Contradance Growp,

AL the same time, several groups
“\.,. in the States held parallel dinmers, so



Hurricane Georges Blows Through Fondwa

Ye:, Foncdera was hit by Hurricans Georges. Fortunately,
ne bives were lost @ our immediate area and the homes are still
standing. Some kitchens were toppled, and a fow animals wore
lost, but more importantty, the plantain trees were all flattensd,
Fice, beans and plantain are the three staples of the Fondwa diet,

Winite the beans and plantain are grown in Fondwa, roe
musk be purchased from the outside. Ui estimabed that it will
take 18 months for the lost plantain crop to be replaced. This
means the supply of food will be vwery serously reduced for the
next year and a half, as people will not have plantain to eat or to
scll for mice. Please pray for them, that they waill find enough to
eat during this time.

Thie hurricane did manage todo guite a kit of rminor bt costhy
damage at the 4PF center: our three antennas were all tom down
{for the radio station, our communications radio, and the TV) along
with our lightring rod; one of our septic systems washed oul; ome
of aur chicken coops blew away; we lost some of our water sys-
termn pipes; and the panels over our solar chimney are gone.

The cost of replacing all of this has been estimabed at 53, 000
U5, Inaddition, the school lost many sections of wall and roof,
especially in the preschool lean-te. We are happy to report that
the road held, including the few hundred yards of concrete we
poured this year to cross the steepest section on the way to
Anbarorel.

Free Radio Berkeley Aids Radyo Zetwal

Thari-:s to Pierre LaBossiere, four in-
structors from Free Radio Berkedey traveled
Lo Haiti to conduct & 5-day radio engineear-
ing training session. Free Radio Berkeley is
dedicated to helping grasroots orgamiza-
tions to establish commumity radio stations,

W

Fondwa Goings and Comings

From May 13 to 16 APF welcomed
some 25 techmicians from throughout Hart,
including three APF members who have
been invoelved in Radyo Tetwal {Radio of
the Stars). They studied how te build and
repairantennas, ampdifiers and transmitters.

After the workshop was completed the
instructors visited Fondwa, where they re-
paired our amglifier and boosted our 15-
watt trarsmitter todlowatts, We look for:
ward ko the retum of the Californda team
i December, when they will follow wpon
thedr spring-time work,

Thanks Lo the halp received inbay,
Fadyo Tetwal i now broadeasting every
ewening, offering music and educational

programs. It i also proving invaluable as

|n Al wee said pood-bye toGinette
Clouvel, a nurse from France who spent
elght months in Fondvea working in the
climic i S Carmelle's altence, |n addi-
thon Lo her daily clinke work, Ginette pre-
pared and taught a course for assistant
martes, S poung women completed the
course and received training at Hospital
5t. Cronx in Leogane and at a Port aw
Frince clinic, and are noss quealified as-
siskant nurses,

In July we weloomed Sr Canmelle and
Gina back from their one-year training
course in earty chitdhood development in
Trinidad. They arrived full of ideas for
Fatima House -« and well preparcd to
soree as nterpreters to o English-speak-
ingE wisitors,

alsa in July we welcomed Corey
Hastings, vho has come for an indefinite
period of time to live and work with APF.
Corey will be living down the hill from
Fatima House and will be warking as
basiness coordinator of the Cuban/

a rresars of local communication: all mest-
ngs and programs are announced on the
radic -« and if someone is kept at the cen-
ter duwe to rain, a message & broadcast to
theedr farmiby s0no one will worng

Haitian Solidarity Project.

Corgy is currently spending a
threc-month apprenticeship with a
master carpenter in Jacmel, keam-
ing the edements of the chaimalking
business. With lvim & Roody Vermet,
& yaung ran from Fondwa wiho was
sent to Trinidad by APF for a year's
study of education and carpentry,
and who hopes to work with the
chairmaking trade school.

made out to APF and sent to:

that donations be used for
specific projects.

CDntributicrrEtu APF can be

APF
Box 13062
Delmas, Haiti
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