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DE-HF Fricrcks;

Ag e are writing you this betber we are very aware of
the political turmaoil that the Haitian people are cxpericncing
today. We also are tnking of the Christmas season, the
seaton of hope, wihich is coming very soon. We hope against
all hope that some day vwe will arvest the frists.of the strusgle
for democracy in Haiti. The past months have been very
busy for us at APF as we have worked to establish our Sus-
tainable Economic Development Program in Fondwa, As
yiud bngne, this program s for us a symbol of empewening
thie poor to take their destiny in thedr cvam hands. This tsour
weay of keaping alive the flame of hope for the poar Living in
Haiti. Even though the situation is very hard, we dare to
fuote ane of our ancestors: WA country i reduced o
ases, on the same apes we will rebusfa' vt * We at AFF are
miving ahead and trying to do all that we can te help some
peasants improve thedr Hving conditions in this country,

Our most recent mews at APF i a partnership we
are developing in France through the Lycee Agricole of
Retwsing, in the region of Lyon. A group named Sofficdarits
Apsrins - fongher has been formed with the purpose of help-
ng the workof APF. This group welcomed 5 Simone this
past summer when she was in France for medical treatment
on e throat, and then Tinanced her hospitalization there.
("W are glad to say 5r. Simone's medical report & good, |
Lofichrste Ressing - Foradwe has given s three scholarships
for young poople from Fondwa to study in France, The or-
FANIZALIeN 15 niove wiorking on a project e build the Fondwa
school and mprove the Fondwa road.

Ouir second big nevws tbem i the arrival of beo spe-
cialists from Cuba, a veterinaran and a soil conservationist,
when have come to spend at least a yvear working with us on
the agronomic portion of the Sustainable Economic Dewel-
opment Program. They will be focusing their energies on the
plgsty, the chicken coop, and an agroforestry project.
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The othesr small basinesses 0 the Sustainable Eco-
nomic Development Program (the restaurant, the bakery, and
the ecducational tourism program) have been well under way
fior mary months, and all three have by now become part of
our Fomdwia routine.  OF course we hawve encountersd prob-
lems, bul with determination and creativity we find ways Lo
cexvhinLee

A5 we look back on the past oight months, though, it
1= not the projects themsedves that most stand aut forus; it
all of you who have helped us, directly or indirectly, aswe
weork to realize owr dreams for Fomdvea, We have been truby
blessed in our visitors ths year. Wewarmly thank all who
hawe come to support us here in Fondwa, as well as all of
you who are part of ourwork in 50 many ways: those who
suppaort the clinic with medicine ormedical teams; those who
have worked to send groups to our educational tourtsm pro-
Eram , oF wio have pourselves come; those who have contin-
ued to generouwsty ofler financial or technical support aver
thesyemars.

W are espocially glad to have this chance to thank
the rmany penerous farmities in France, and in Opfilon (Seit-
zerland), the parshes in Moutier (Switzerland) and St sMichael
{Remus, Indiana, UsSA), FUMCDG (Philadelphia, USA) and
FOEAL [Haiti], wio have offered their continuing financial
support tows.

e thank all of you whao are waorking in the back-
ground, for your efforts to stay in selidarty with us in Fondwa.
Our God, who 5o loves the poon and whose word can be
trusted , has promised that our efforts will not be in vain. May
our loving Gad bless yvou all and pour kindness upan sach
one of you. dMermy Christmas and Happy Hew Year 2000 to
cach of you,

--- Fif Soseh PAllinpe



Ciuest Boolkk:

Fondwa Welcomes Old Friends and New

APF has been extremely fortuma te over the past months in the generosity of friends

who have come to share their considerable esgperbise with us.

Gabrel Gardet and Jean Thibaudier visited for several weeks inMarch. They were
mandated bry the new orgamizaton, Sofaatd Pessing - Fomobr, o come to evaluate cur
needs in Fondwa and Uo organize the follow-up of the Ceipaiworks here. Gabriel and
Jean became convinced of our need for a school building and the improvement of the
road in Fondwa, and spent much time meeting with peopls and esploring possibilities
for these propects, When they left us, it was wath a promise te help find financing to build
aschood near the APF center, and to look into funding for a road as well.

In carly June Don McEmight and Caralyn Erantz came from
California to spend bwo weeks withus. Experts in compubers and
grassroots training, they worked with our staff at our secretariat
office in Port-ae-Prince, providing training in of fice skills and help-
ing et our old computer system up b speeyd in the computer age.

Wi were privileged tohave three graduate student interms do-
nate large parts of their summer vacations with us this year. Josiane
Geeorges, a Haitian-Amencan currently in the masters program in
intemational development at American University in'Washington,
DC, spent most of the sumimer Hying with the sisters at the onphan-
age and kending her expertise to the clinic and the restaurant, fo-
cusing on bookkeoping and publicity, She also worked with the

youth group in Fondwa, and helped orga-
nize production of T-sharts, At the same
time, she studied AFFs infrastractune for her
T OO FSE R,

Tharmas Pitaud, san of I‘._E'F_,Eh:il'f s
ber lean-Lowis Pitaud and thus an old
friend of Fondwa (although this was his
first wisit), spent his susmmer broak in
Fondwea, Thomas, whao is studying at the
Department of Tropical Agronomy in

Guadcloupe, spont most of his time and energy on the children's
pig project at cur Fatima House Orphanage, He lived with
Edrix slcime in the aPF Center and became a firm friend to all
of ws, Thomas hopes to return to Fondwa for several years
after he completes his masters degree.

Teresa Dyar, a student at Wharton School of Business in
Philadelpha, chose to spend the intermational experience ol
ement of her program at Fondaze. For the first part of her
stay i Hait she fooused on APF as an example of a peasants”
organization which receives investment funds frem Fonkoze,
We were lucky to have her in Fondwa while she visited the
Commercial Center, the restaurant, and the bakery. Teresa

o
Fartnerships:

Cuba & Fondwa

Twro specialists from Cuba arrived i Fondwa on October 8 to spend a year
imglementing the agronomic elements of the Sustainable Economic Development
Plan, as agreed in the accond signed by APF, Fonkoze and the Cuban government.
Cuba & currently a very generous donor of technical professionals for Haiti, but the
common structure they work within is govermmental.

APF 15 exceptionally privileped tohave Dr, Julio Simon Maure, a veterinanan,
and Morberto Banos Fermandez, an agronsmist who specializes in soil conserva-
tion, dedicating a full year exclusively to our needs at Fondwa. Dr. Simen is of
Haitian descent, and already speaks Creole; Horberto is currently in the throes of
intensive lanpuage classes with APF staff members. Both have already begun thesir
projects as well; they purchased six piglets ko begin the pig project, and have boen
basy tounng the region and getting to knovw the farmers they will be working with.

Or. Simon and Horbertowill start to implement a ten-year plan prepared by
Cuban exprerts in sustainable roral agronomic development, with relorestation as a
key element. In Hovember they will be joined by two specialists, one in water
saurces and anather in agroforestry, wha will come from Cuba to spend a fewr

wiorks working with the Foncdwa team.,

France & Fondwa

With the scholarship help of Sodliowrife Reisins- Fordwa, APF sent three
young people to study in France this September.  Emmanue] Beauvais, who
had been teaching in the school and working as a outreach organizer for APF,
is in Lyons for one year to shedy alternative energy. Cadet Dorelian, who had
been in charge of the APF radio station and working as bursar for the school,
will spend two years at the Lycée Agricole de Ressing in Mandax, near Roanne,
where he will study building construction. Cristephe Rodrigue, who for sev-
eral years had been the assistant administrator of APF, is alio in Lyon, doing
an intensive program to stedy sater management, which will enable us o wse
the nmoff water from our mountains,

e

plans to continue to work for Fonkoze
and APF while she finishes

her studies, ar-
ranging for on-
going pro-
grams to
brimg fu-
ture
Wiharton
L1 A T
dents
to help
us.

fd
finally,
Kathy
Cheats,
wh o
h as
brought
Ameri-
can medi-
cal schaol
teams here
fior ther past sov-
eral years, made a
number of wisits te
Fondwa aver the past
months as she helped us
document our Fondwa-Cuba
Program on videotape.




Update:

Sustainable E.conomic Development Project

The Commercial Center in Tonmgato (Fondwa's market town, on the road to
Jacmed] has been fully functioning for six months now. The Fonkoze branch bank
is increasingly bamsy, as fising insecurity m Port-au-Prince causes maome province -
based organizations to move thelr banking basiness out of the city, The wholesale
dealers in Tonmgato are also beginning to keep their funds with Aerdoze.

The Bakery opened on March 15 and o thriving. We have far surpassed our
original produection goal of 4 to 5 thousand loaves a week, and are now baking
14,000 loaves weekly, ‘We sell wholesale to ti machann (street sellers) who travel
up to § hours to purchase our bread and carry it back for market days in their

rEgians,

The kakery is currently employing 15 people, nearly all of
wivom were able to return to the countryside from Port-au-
Prince when this job opened up. The bakery's bipgest chal-
lefge is heasping its machinery running in the face of the heavy
uie it gets. At the beginning of August our electrical genera-
tor broke down and the bakery was out of service for the en-
tire month, We now have a medimentary back-up pomeer sys-
tem i place, which is a major step in ensuring the long-term
stability of the bakery,

The restaurant is working hard to find a market. With our
location, and both inside and outside dining, we had expected
to cater to the nesds of passersby on the Jacmel road. While
we will continue to seres this group, it appears that our greater
market ligs i catering to organizations, At the beginning of

October the nearby coffee factory asked ws to cater
a number of large mestings, when we
served up to 90 meals per sitting.

There are many possibilities to
malke the restaurant profitable,
bk dues to lack of working capi-
tal for the last & months,
profitability has eleded us.

we are Looking for a small grant to make
improvements, such as a backup 2.5 kw
power source consisting of an inverter
and storage batteries. That will help us
to move to profitability, as we lost many
clients when our generator went ot of
service for the month of August,

We warmly invite guests visiting
Fondwa and returnimg Haitians from the
diaspora to wisit our mountaintop patio

dining rosm and enjoy Haitian cuisine in a beautiflul setting -
amd at the same time help the peasants of Fondwa.

The Educational Tourism Program has now hosted a total
of seven groups. In the past eight months we have had the
pleasure of introdecing a vanety of visitors to Fondwa: mem-
bers of AUST (Black Unity Spiritual Togethemess): the Formtore
L% Board of Mreciors, A group of Fortkore workers and frsmds.
from Pennsylvania; a teen group from Mimdsiry of Money, a
group led by Max Blanchet (a Haitian-aAmerican friend from
the San Francisco arca); and a small group of individuals who
responded to our advertising brochure.

The tourist groups are especially satisfying as we know
wie can offer visitors an opportunity they cannot easily find:
the chance to meet and talk directly and at length with third-
waorld peasants about the challenges of orgamzing their com:-
munity o improve thair lives,

Our calendar is already filling in rapidly for 2000, anyone
interested in organizing or joining a group should contact Fr. Jo-
seph at the address at the end of this newslbetter or 5r. Anita Von
Wellsheim at 1-800-275-4805 or at her email: ovenwdirscy. org

e

Restructuring in the Fondwa School

salaries. We take this cpportunity to thank

We recently made a few changes in
the AFF schoal in Fandwa. We have cre-
ated a separate administration far the kin-
dergarten classes, 5 Carmelle, who re-
ceteed training in early childhood educa-
tion in Trinkdad last year, & in charge of
thi section and supervises our three other
preschool teachers.

e hawe moved Arsclot Philippe from
the AFF Secretariat Office in Port-au-
Prince to the school, where he & helping
Sr. Simone & the assitant general direc-
tor of the Schoal. He has also replaced
Cadet Dorelian as the bursar while Cadet
s studying in France, and & superdsing
slerte Louls, who continues ac dean of
studies. The school started the academic
year with about 550 students. We expect
Ly Pevies pearly TOO students befars the snd
af the year.

Clur mamn problem with the schood is
aur inability to pay the teachers' monthly

Christing Fauveay (a former administrakor
of Ceipal in Lyon, France|, who asked her
guests &t her wedding to make a denation
to the APF school rather than giving her a
gift an this occasion. She collected about
£3,000 U5 and gave this maney to the
schaal. We thank her for her generosity and
hier kindness, ‘Wa used this money to pay
aur teachers for the manth of Mly and to
eawer oMme expended at the opening of the
acxdemic year.

‘W are very grateful also to FOKAL, a
Haitian oreganization which has helped us pay
the teachers for the last three years, 'We
thank sach one af yau wha have halped
ar wiha continue to help us in ane way or
arather with the APF schaol. The aduca-
tiam af the children of Fardwa relies on
pesple like wou. We are very blessad to
COUNE WO &5 ur partners., |t is throwgh your
continuing support that we are able to con-
tine this wark.

W



news from . ..

Sisters of St. Antoine

October 4 was a momentous day this year. 5n Carmelle and
ir. Simone chose this date, the feast of 56, Francis of Asmisi, to
miake their perpetual vows to the Commuridaf the Sisters af St
Antaine Fonavg, The sisters founded the commiumity together with
Fr. Jeseph, and Dctober 4, 1999, marks the official start of the
commamity in the syes of the soclesiastical church.

The same day Sr. Marie- Ange Désile was formally received
asa nowice, and Miracia Alexs as a pre-novice, inthe comma-
mity. The voews were received by Fr. Joseph during Mass at the
Fondwa pansh church of 5t. antoine, in a celebration filled with
music, dancing, and joy.

(For those of you who were aware that 5r, Simone had lost
heor woice some months age, you will be glad to hear that thanks to
hor summer treatments in France she was able to sing and reoite
e vores 10 full woncel)

Fatima House

The addition ta the arphanage howse s complebed - tempo-
rartty, at beast! The sisters cam now eat in a refectony, and there1s
raam Tor them o recelve postulants wie ane expected bocome.

The children, meanwhile, flourish. We currently bave 32 chil-
dren, 5 adults, 4 dogs, 1 cat, & piglets, and 1 turkey living to-
gether, (The pigs and turkey aren 't cxpected to have a profonged
stay!) Six of the children are in kindergarten at the APF school,
18 in elementary school there, and 5 in the secondary school,
The final ¥ students teach at the APF school during the moming
and go to school in Leogane every afternoon, where they ane
finishing the years that arent offered yet in Fondwa.

The house s abways busy, usually nmsy - and always happy
towelcome visitors!

Radvyo Zetwal

Radyo Fetwal Peylzan Formdwa (Peasants of Fondwa Ra-
e of the Stars) 15 on the air, despite difficulties. We need to
inerease cur amplifier from 15 to 150 watts. Duee to lack af
maney for gas and to continue with stalf raining, we have
reduced our broadcast time to thres hours =ach evening. As
it is, 1t still costs us about 51,000 per month to do the work
that wo are doing,

As you know, the radio station 45 a poewerful instrument
for us to educate our people and o empower them to take
responsibility for their own lives, Please let us know if you
wiant to help ar if
vou have friends

Fondwa Clinic

The clinic has been extremely fortunate @n friends who
hawe heoen sending us medical supplies throughout the ywear
Hokably, amitie de Sartrouville (France), Daske University, and
Rich Gosser of the Haitl Solidarity Committee from Pennsyl-
vamnia, have sent many boxes filled with antibiotics, analge-
sics, and other much-needed medicines.

In the abeence of such donations, we mast purchase our medi-
cinesin Port-au-Prnce, Some medicines cannot be found, or can
only be fonmd at prices that are bevond the ability of the peasants
Lo pay.

Our clinic policy & to charge patients for medicines, as, n the
wiards of the CDC, Free megiicine s pogr mediicine . Bul thanks
to the regular arrival of gift boxes, we have been able to keep
prices low enough for most prasants @2 be able to purchase what
they necd, And for those who cannot afferd to buy oven cssential
reedicines, the dona tions allow us o grant 'credit’,

The clink: alss weloomed a number of medical teams aver
the past months, through the auspices of 5t. Croix Hospital in
Leogane (betweon Fondwa and Port-au-Prince ), St Croi hosts a
USs medical team every weck, and they list Fondwa as a site for
thase whowant to keave the hospital setting and experience rural
medicine. Inaddition to the care given, these teams olten leaye
unused medicines for us. In these ways the hospital is becoming
an ever mare fmportant supporter of our small clinic.

Wiz have also been the grateful beneficiaries of the gen:
crasity of two dentists in the past months: O, Gas Gustafson and
Cir. Dion Trawick have both come to spend a few days to provide
dental eare for the peasants of Fondwa — under conditions quite
different Tram those of the average dental office in the States!
These visits have been particularly appreciated because we have
been withowt a dentist at the clinic for over two years now, and
this i5 the only dental care APF has Boen able to offor

AFF Center

with the arrival of the two Cubans we nooded o
optimize our usage of space in the Conter

The former radio space has been renovated to provide
bedroams for the Cubans, and a new structure containing
showers and toilets has been built behind the dining room.
The space formerly used as credit union and store is being
turnsd into office space for the APF technical team,

For those readers who remember the dark, narrow pas-
sape leading ko the dining reom - that corridor 15 now gone,
aladvg with the storage rooms and eupboards on either side of

it, and an addi-
tional bedroom

who would like
to. Whatever
you can do will

Contrlbutmns to APF can be made out to 45 and sent to:

and bath for
long-staying
guests are in

be very appreci- that space.
ated. And still ve

if you wish Box 13062 are challenged
micre information Delmas, Haiti for space at
o Uhe APF Radio Tmees.

Station, you can
address your mail

We respect all requests that donations be used for specific projects,




