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ﬂir Friends,

May this new millennivm bring peace, joy and hap-
piness to each one of you. We are not going to give up
the fight for the freedom of the arganized poor in Haitil!]

Wi want to thank you very much for being part of
this struggle for life and hope in Haiti and especially
for your continuing support of our works down heare in
Fondwa, A you know already, the living hops in Haiti
right nodw is the tenacity and the determination of the
arganized poor to maove ahead in rebuilding this coun-
Ery at any cost, ‘D& mda gen madn, se odpd mden
Feiver el bocfe ', As one of our ancestors says:
£ cowntny 55 reduced to ashes, o the same asfies we
Wil reboitad 8.7 We are starving and fighting for the
Liberation of our Haitian people. 'We know that de-
mocracy is the way to go and democracy has its own
principles. We have to take it or leave it. We have
gorme too far to leave it Please continue bo sustain w
any way you can in this difficult process,

‘We are very sorry for not being able to keep send-
ing this Mewsletier out to you on & regular basis. We
are 5till having a lack of personnel resources on this
matter. Howewver we are very pleased to share with
o the follosing nesws itenms.

In this issue, you will read about the remarkable
performance of the APF Clinic in Fondwa, our childrens
center (Fatima Howse), our Educational Tourism Pro-
gram and the impressions of Dale Easley (a teacher at
Mewe Crleans University | abowt this program, about a
partnership batwean Dubke University and our school in
Fendwea, a project of soil conservation and the recon-
struction of the road through Fondwa by PADF, the
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comings and goings of volunteers and friends, and the
evolution of the Cuban project in Fondwa. We want
particularly to express our gratitude to Corey Hastings
for these beo years he has spent with us in Fondwa,
‘We are very grateful to him for all the work he has
dorne for ws.

Going back to our Clinic in Fondwa, for the first
time in our history we have performed five minor sur-
2eries with the help of Dr.%amer Joudeh and the medi-
cal t=am from South Carolina at the beginning of this
yesar, This wias a woanderful swaay for us to epen the third
millenmium. We are very grateful to them. We want to
underline also the great work of Hancy Staples and
soime friends from the Presbyterian Church in Clemson,
whao hedp each child at our orphanage to have avery
nice bag in which s/he can put his/her belonginegs.
That is & great joy for all of the children and for 2ach
one of us who are trying to accompany them in their

journey of life.

W are very grateful to each person who dares to
continuee to help us inspite of this ongoing palitical tur-
il i Haitl. It is & very big part of owr internal strength
tor kneves that you are seill with us and that you are not
geing to give up the fight for the liberation of the op-
pressad ones in Haiti. Together we can make it hap-
pen; we can break this cycle of violence and create a
new warld where all Gods children can live a decent

life at peace.

Fi Soseph Shilipoe, C55°
Apl2Edmacl com



The PADF Froject:

Flood Control, Trees & the Fondwa Road Faved!

5 buz Pierrr Asrrerioan Develfomment Foumaatfon and the
Haftfan Goverarmend have recently undertaken a mar
jor flood control and water conservation project in
the Fondwa Valley., With the cooperation of other in-
ternational agencles. the project, which will encom-
pass 12,800 acres and cost 16,000,000 gourdes, will
ultimately result in 6km of paved road from the Jakmel
Highway, past the 457 center, and on to Kafou 846,

A5 Praject Director Roger Girard sxplained
the project will have three aspects:  first will be
construction of barriers and canals on the hillsides
and ravines in the area to control drainage from
heavy rains which have been resulting in destruc-
tive flooding in the Leaogamne Plain. These barriers
and canals will be lined with agricultural crops,
such as pineapple, ta hold the sail and provide food

#
A Tale of Educational Tourism

g watched as a young girl loaded her five-gallon bucket of water on her head,
picked up another gallon jug, and headed up the hill tewards home. She carried
nizarly 50 pounds of water... maore, | think, than her body weeight. A few minutes later,
| trudped wp the hill alorg the path she had taken, After perhaps 10 minutes climbing,
I eame upan her, She had stumbled and spilled the bucket of water. Back down the
hill to the spring she'd have to go.

I had the oppartunity to sec ife's dafty struggles in Haiti when | spent May 25th to
June §th with the Samdve Aeorants Asspoiction (485, | particulardy wanted to leam
about water projects in the area, plus A8F's community development program. After
walking up and down hills to see springs and cisterms, meeting with peasant leaders,
and wisiting the sehoeol and clinic, 1"ve decided to try to bring a student group here next
vear The ARF program is the best | lonower of for leaming about rural Haiti.

The first thing | bearmed about & simply the difficulty of getting arcund, ‘Walking
acouple of hours per day for water 15 nothing unusual for the women and children of
Fomdara, nor i walking three or four hours while sick inorder toget to the clinke. On
risarket day | was awakened at 3:00am as lines of people carmed their goods past the
wisitors centerup the hill to Tomgato, The walk & easier now than in the past because
of the dirt and rock road built by the 45F, the road being the highest priority for
doveloping Fondwa, That road is soon to be widened and paved, then a tap-tap
{public transport) may speed the trip uphill,

Only a decads or so ago, the walk up the road was shaded. Hew the landscape
Lok more like Utah, Many of the trees were cut during the U5, embargo of Haiti.
They were used for making charcoal, which is wed in tum for cooking, baking bread,
and making rum,. Today, the deforestation of Haiti has grown to over 95%, With it
has come increased soil loss, declining apgnoulbural productivity, and fewer water re-
SOLICES,

Reforestation programs in Fondwa ane attempting bo reverse the trends. How-
ever, you can't eat a tree, and it takes up land that could be planted with corn and
beans. Uitimately, reforestation depends less on planting trees than on reducing peow-
erty and increasing hiteracy, 48515 addressing bath through economic development
and education programs. 48 created the first secondary school in Fondwa. 1ts
bakery s & trefmendous suceass, previding jobs not only for its employess but alsa Tar
the marmensus ti machann (srmall merchants) who resell the bread throughout the area.

If youwant to leam about Haiti, come to Fondwa. The fsfematiana’ Guest Souse
program provides not only a pleasant base for your learming, but jobs for local poas-
ants in the house and as interpreters and as local information resowrces. The costof
the program is reasonable; the education 1s invaluabile.

Dale H. Easbey
Department of Geology and Geophysics
Limiveraity of Mew Dvfeans
deasley@unc.edu

e

and income for the poasants,
Work an this aspect of the
project began in April.

Mext o & major reforesta-
tion program which will bring
in 300,000 trees of the poas-
ants choosing to Fondwa, The
trees will also hold the soil
and provide incame to the
residentz. The first 50,000
trees il arriee i AMay

And fimally, the Fondwa
road which was arginally built
by the 455 will be improved
and paved (1) to aszsist in Mood
cantrol and to add to the eco-
nomic develapment of the
arca. Woark on the reoad is
scheduled to begin in Mayw

The project will employ
mire technicians from 8405 as
well as 480 peasants from the
Fondwa and Citwonyes arcas.,
The work will be accom-
plished with a combination of
paid labar and community ser-
L ==

The project will bring
other sconemic benefits o
the area. For instance, five
concrete reservoirs holding
24,000 gallons of water each
will be constructed as part of
thie flood control pragram, but
will also provide more accos-
sile potable water to thou-
sands of peasants. And,
Fenrbozre's Tomgato of fice will
administer the funds and pay-
roll,

KO TISE SPaWe DRE peas-
IREE Lihe ecomanmiic aavaniages
For them iF projects of this
Fppe afe fo e Suecessiol, T
Project Director Girard con-

cluded.



The GUEST BOOR:

AFF GQuesthouse Hosts Friends bBoth Old and New

he A85guest house continues to host friends both  once with her daughter, and Kathy Scheetz paid us

old and new. Three new friends from the Albany, MY

another wisit to do some more work on her video.

area spent Lime with us in Febroary: Jane and Ray

Boiswert, who teach at Susss Soge Coffecs and 57-

ey Cofferge respectively,
and Ray Essiembre, a
nurse with prior experi-
ence in Haitl. all plan to
return Loon.  Jane, wha
specializes in Haitian lit-
erature, would like to
toach a class on the sub-
ject at the Fondwa schoal
and Ray hopes to return
with a medical team.

Long time friend Kathy
Schesetz and Teguila
Minsky both stopped by,
and A&SFsFankoze stalwart
Winston Tellis of Soferfeior
Lifversfty made his last
wigit af 1992 and his first
of the new millenmium,

The niew year brought
possibly the most eclectic
group to visit Fondwa in
qguite somee Lime. The Feb-
ruary 17th to 215t group
included: Leigh Carter,
the Director of fontkoze
L84 winston Tellis; Dr.
Donald McHEnight and
nurse Karen Goodall,
Marjorie Munes, a divin-
ity student and Gordon
McCormick, an inwvest-
ment banker, all from Mew
York; Lena Charles from
L8 T in Lauizsiana: Road
Sia=z, an architect from
California; Richard
Boren, a writer and onwi-
renmental expert from
Arizona; and Sisters Bar-
bara Jennings, C3J, Janet
Cashman, SCL, and Mary
Ellen McDonagh, BWsA.

Three law studonts
from SDefgud, Joe Voss,
Angela Vassiliades and
Jamey Kuiper stayved with
usz far a day in March,
along with Peter Grasff,
a develepment woerker
who has been in Haiti for
25 years., and april saw
old frend Pat Labuda pass
thraugh a couple of times,

The next few months promise to be just as busy!

M
The CUBAMN Frojeci:

Moving Ahead, Right on Schedule

! ] hie Cuban/Haitian program for developing a sustainable economy in Fomdvia 15 mioy-
ing ahead right on schedule. This is the assesment of Cuban agricultural experts Dr. Julio
Simone Maure and Moberto Fernandez, who have spent the past five months in Fondwa.

The first fowr maonths were filled with acchmation and adjustment. Forinstance, they
learmed that it was more officient to take mformation to the people, dividing Fondwa into
fiwe regions, rather than to hold central mestings. And they discovered that meetings held
at 2:001n the af termoon, when most of the peasants work in the field had been finshed,
wiere better attended than those held at 9:00 in the moming.

Bart, as Simone and Hoberte were malking these adjustments, they were alse boooming
an integral part of the Fondwa community. &nd, as a result of their groundwork, many
aspects of the 10year plan for sustainable devetopment are beginning o take form,

‘Worlding with three local agricultural trainees, the Cubans have established 1ive model
farms, one in =ach of the Dones of operation. On most of the farm, planting is done
according to traditional methods. But in one part, new methods advocated by the Cubans
are usad, For nstance, instead of the taditional method of planting five orsix seeds of com
in each hale, the Cubans recommend placing onty one of bwo seeds per hobe, leaving maone
space, and more nutrients, for each plant, and, while inter-cropeing has a kg histony in
Haitd, the Cubans offer improvements bere, as well, adding nevw craps to the mix.

Crops from the Febrmary planting are just coming in, but the results are alresdy enoour-

aging. The nest hareyest should provide the prasants of Fondwa with enousgh evidence to
decide which method touse in the future,

animals will alsa be introduced ta the integrated farm. On January 12, 1200 one
day old Cuban chickens arrived in Fondwa. The ehicks are of a special hybrid developed in
Cuba to thrive in remote mountainous regions. Ower O0% of the chicks survved the journey
and the teraeous first days in the night-time cold and now are being distributed to farmers
and groups in the arca. All chickens ane sold vaccinated, with a month of free medical
care, and nstructions on proper feeding and howsing, About 200 of the ‘mountain chick-
ens’ have been retained to establith a 'chicken school” near the A8FCenter for training
students and peasants in teir proper care, and the Fendwa school is also planning classes
on the proper care of chickens and on the nutritional value of eges.

Thee new chickens also give mone meat and have better egg production than the tradi-
tiznal Hathan breeds. Instead of selling all four egas typically produced, the peasant will be
abke tosell three and keep teo for his ovwn famiby, D Simone pointed out.

Thee Cubans have new techmiques for reforestation and ercsion prevention as well. A
nursery hat been established near the APF Center and it & anbicipated that 20,000 firit and
forestry trees will be planted in the first year, and 50,000 the next, Many of the trees, along
wilth sugar cane, will be planted along drainage canals, reducing erosion while providing
an inoome source for the peasants,

Speaking toa Wifrmess For Pecce group visiting in May, agronomist Hoberto summed
up the first five months saying, "M Soee enfobiished o redotionsiig with the pegsants and
Shat is fmpartant, " s beautiid, Y added veterinanan Simone, "to see oegmants foking
raeer oare af thedr animeds e

oy



FOMNDW A Clinic

9 hanks to wisitirg medical teams the A8Fclinic savw a record numbsr
of paticnts in the first part of the new year, 457 patients were treated in
January ard 476 in February, These numbers do not include the more
thamn 3100 children that a health team Trom Dok Livvarairexamined at
the Fondwa schol ard the orphanage as part of a nutritfonal study.

Or. Bill Jones and his wife Andrea, fram Gainesville, GA, saw 80
paticnts when thoy visived us on January 12th & 13th, And on Jan, 215t
Dr. Jim Yan Kirk brought a large team of doctors and nurses from ¥ir-
ginia and treated 150 patkents on that one day

Thiz activity and record seiling pace continued in Febniarg Sursary
v performed for the first time inour clinic as Dr. Samer Joudeh, an

FATIMA House

ﬂlring a February wisit, a group af women from South Carclina na-

ticed a proflem that has long plagued us at the crphanage: alack of
storage space in the dormitaries for the children’s personal items, Re-
turning home with notes and memories, "PFroject Baps for Belongings”
wias bom., V8 besn very excitng, “sald Dr. Mancy Staples of Ciemsan
Lifveraity, “The ovofotye was mode Saforsiy ond slisiayed of church
o Sy

Each bag will be spansored by a child from the church and will
contain a supply of personal fegiene and school items, The bags will be
used tostore chothing and other personal ftems and each will be embrol-
dered with the name of a child from Satime Mecse. "W s vongeqls fo pet
e e ST O S ST S I i preiect, " sald Dr. Staples.

ST ANTOINE's Schoal

Orl Jarwary Sth Dr. David Walmer of Swée Wwversity, an old Fondwa
hard, returned o Fondva accompanded by 19 students of Dukes Divinity
and Medical schoals, The purpese of the vistt was to study the stabe of
AULFition at 57 datofe=and to institube a program Lo imprave it. Cwer
three days the team weighed, measured, examined, and took blood
samples from aver 300 students, Detalled questionnaires were also com-
pleted on asclect group of parents and students on daily health matters.
The results of these studies will be accumulated and studied over the next
st months when a follovw-up wisit & planned, & multi-vitamin and iron
supplement program, 2 well i medication for intestingl parssites,
[ i LiELDed And the resulls monitored.

FOMNDW A Comings and Goings

'gn February, dssociation Sessins Sofisaries and Associafion Jearn
Lunreauaf Franoe, sent a delegation including Gabriel Gardet and Piarre
Rewx to Fondwa to follow-up on the assessment they made Last year
regarding the need for & new school and other infrastructure imprayve-
frefits. Gabriel was returning for his second visit, heavirg come |t year
for AMeaing Son'iokardrd ¥ initial assessment visit. Gabriel and Flamme have
also bath opened their homes in France to ASF members who have bean
serit et tostudy,

Recently, the sound of Dutch was added to the cacophany of Lan-
puages spaken in and around the A5 Center, In March April Gerdien
and Frans Goassens af the Metherlands spent four weeks In Haiti o a
part of an assessment process for a possible overseas assignment span:
sored by the Sendrad Mission Comymvzsariat in Holland, Frans, an archi-
tect, artist and teacher, and Gerdien, wha has warked in the tourism
business, spent most of their time in Fendwa observing the wark of the

aral surgeon from South Caroling, operated on five patients, Hewas
hiere as part of a dental beam organized by Dr. Gus Gustafson which
saw an additional &0 patients. And on Feb, 28th the dinic saw another
first, a5 a group of oo doctors visited, Thaytreated 76 poople, fitting
many of them with glasses.

A proup of Seke Lafversif) students spent part of thedr Januany visit
hialping Lo write and recard & series of singing haalth education spats
that continue to be aired on Saglio fetwad, And ald friend Dr. Gonald
McKmight returned again in February and saw 10 patients, rounding out
thi: record sathing neve years skart,

Thie group will delbver the bags when they return to Fandwa in June.
Thiey are also planning to begin & sewing and sewing training praject at
Fatfme Howse on that trip.

The general improvements project continues with the addition of a
backup water source, a "doChateay', smsuring a dependable water sup-
ply And landscaping and a new paint on the buildings have made it a
mach more pleasant home for the children.

A the orphanage population has increased with the addition of an
eight morth old girl. The current count: 37 children, & adults, 5dogs, 3
cats, and a growing number of piglets and chickens.,

In &pril, 3 group of 20 high schoal students from Durham, KC con-
ducted a one day follavw-up to the Walmer Study and rebested at-risk
children amnd &0 new students,

A church group from Clemsen, 5C reports that their fund drive to
providie a supplemental lunch program for the school & going vary will,
and they hopse toimplement the program very soon,

I ather ool rewi: dorme of thedhalbars st the rear of thechianch
whilch were used Tor preschool olasses were bloemn over by helyy winds.
Thesa dasses are now being hald in the churche

ARF. Toweards the end of their stay in Fondwa they announced that, with
the approval of the CHE they were committing to coming to Fondea far
a 23 year assignment warking with us. We are locking foreard o
seging Frans and Gerdien again in August,

and, after b yaars in Halti, Corey Hasting i returning to the LS.
bo pursie & Masters degres (n Busimess ab WO dod Mary Coliege.
Coray was a pioneer in the buginess development plan for 455 and was
instrumental in starting the bakeny, the educational tourism program, and
the pig msing praject.

Sue Contln will also be leaving us soon after three years in Fondwa.
Sue has been the nurse in the 497 clinie, has lived and warked at the
orphanage, and had alio besn o the baam managing the taurism pro-
aram.

Bath Sue and Corey will be sarely missed, and long remambered,
hizre in Fondwa,



