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ﬂar Friends,

Peace and greetings fram Fondwa!

W want to apologize to you for not being able tokeep wou
infarmed as oftem as we've wanted to. 'We'we been in a trarsition
period the last fews months which has made it difficult for us to
pubdish regular updates. Despite this, your continuing support of
ourwiork in Fondwa has been tireless and we want bo express awr
sircerest thanks for that.

Once again wi'd alse like to express our gratituds to our
former volunteers Corey Hastings, Sue Conlinand Jim Khun, Thedr
wirl and their stay in Fondea have conlributed o the Tourdation
of AFFand will continue tobe part of our growth and advance-
meent. They hawve opened the gates for ather international volun-
teers to come to Fondwa,

Im this issue, we are very pleased to be able to present towou
our nev Fondwa intermational volunbeer team, which has grawn
Lo gy with e Ehe past Feve manths. iou will find ot mane about
their woark here; i fact, this newsletter is a product of their col -
labaratiee effart.

Following is Some recent nevs we want o share with you,

Firsk, we are taking & few mane sheps in our mizsion for @ca-
normic sstainability:

al Toincrease the restawrant's clientele, we have opened a
pusest house in Tenmgato, This & a rew business for 485

B| W will alsosoan apen an auto parts shop in the Tonrgato
area. This will create new jobs in the region and mare dendces
for the people. The profits will be used to repay the loans to
Fanbore for the purchase of the Temeore Commercial Center
building,

b e e will Soan opena I!‘_EI'IEI'EJ. shore gt the Commaroior
Carrar, Wil e Fl"l'.'lfll'j. Lo b udesd Lo help g eover tha salarmiss of
our technical team in Fort-au-Prince and in Fondwa,

di We are in the process of opening cur trade schoal in
carpentry and masonrg. 1t will be run as a small commercial
enterprie, a8 well 85 2 training center. The prafits will be ised to
cover the teachers' salaries. 'We are in a critical situation with
resgards to paying the 5. Aedofierteachers and our techrical team.
By redirecting the profits back into the community in the farm of
technical assistance, we are taking necessary steps for self-
sustairabd ity

&) And we are building a new pig sty for the schoal. This &
part of our Mgy St Arofectwhich will alsohelp us tocover the
it Artoinetrachors” salaries,

Second, we are in the process of starting an A5 USA non-
prodit arganization we are calling Aovtosrs o Sregress (FIP), with
the Pl ol Triends in the Plisborgh area, 200wl coordinate the
fund rasing effarts of all ow friends in the LS, They will also
cducate prople abowt ourwork here in Fondwa., Thet first board
mecting will be sometime this summer. I you'd like more infor-
mation on this, please contact Joyoe Rothermel at:

Jrerherme St phfoalan ik ovg.

Third, e are sacited abowt the opportunity to include a truly
intemational component to AAF, nat only with the grawth of cur
intemational valunbeer team, but alsowith the return of three
Fandywa youths whed spent the Last year studying in France, and
with the expansion of cur tourist educational program te Cuba
and ta Eurape. |nparticularn, we'd like to express sur gratitude
for graups that hawe wisited us and shown their continuing sup-
port of our waork, either by returning to work as voluntesrs, or
planning fund raisers for us wpon retuming home.

YW hope that you have a wonderful 2004, and that you can
contimue Lo support us despite the news af recent palitical cha in
Haibi. May the Laed af the childran bless vou and guide yau n

wour journey of Life.
Al the best,

Father Jaseph Philippe, £55%
Apf2F2daol. conm



Report On:

e Tormmgato Commercial Center

The 49 bakery had a difficult
run this past year. After the depar-
ture aof Corey Hastings in July 2000,
it was a Fondwa youth, Héraut
Beauwvais, who was handed the redins
to resobve the different problems the
bakery was facing. Since then, we
hawe regained our year 2000 peak
production of bread and have be-
gun operating on Sundays dos to a
rising demand for bread by ti
machann traveling to Part-aw-Frince
early Monday mornings.  We are
optimistic that these recent changes
Lo Lhe operation of the bakery will
bring us & productive and profitable
2001,

The presence of the pig sties and
thee work of our Cuban weterinarian
has identified a nead faor animal feed
products like caorn and wheat bran
in ocwr ASFstore, In April, the store
will begin selling these products,
which will not anly ald our efforts to
wirk with the peasants in animal
production, but alss help boost our
store financially, which has suffered
this past yvear due to inflated costs
for basic products,

In January, the doors of the mew
AEE Fownmrgalo GueEsE Howse ang
Fralning Cafferwere opened. We
hope that this new addition to owr

The Aqricultural Activities of the AFF

Torwmwpadoe Camvmrenciad Certerwill do

a few things: first, to host geests of
aur bourist educatisnal program o
wiish to stay for only a couple of
night=s, as well as other passersky on
the Jakmel road; second, ta have a
place for cur cngoing technical train-
ing seminars with the peasants;
third, to attract evernight visitors to
our Restaurant. AMost of 455 ac-
tivities hawver, until now, been central-
ized in the A8 Centerlocated in the
Bollvuee region. We hope that our
expansion into the Tonmgato area
will create more jobs in the reglion
as well as create an 457 locale rep-
resentative of the peasants who live
outside contral Fomdwea,

Wi hope these re-
cent changes to the
Cammrercral Cemberin
Tormmgato will begin to

Since October 1999, Cuban weterinar-
ian 0 Julio Simorne Maure and agrons-
miist Horberto Ferpandez have been halp-
irng to develop our Cuban fHaitian program
for a sustainable ecanomy. They have Sinoe
put in place a technical toam to support the
work already accomplished and to assure
that the peasants will continue to adopt the
techniques that the Cuban team has taught.

Thires model gardens based on soil con-
sorvation and changes in plant density tech-
migques have boon constructed in the yoar
2000, Two pig stles and a chicken coop
hawe b2en built, wihich has allowed us Lo

distribute pigs and chickens in Fondwa and
surrcunding regions. |nthe coming year,
ARSwould Like to construct 146 model gar-
dens and tree nurseries, e pig sties, and
to launch a massive vaocination campaign
for all the arca animals. A has also just
organized a series of traiming sessions
based on the Cuban techniques, which we
plan to cantinue this year.

We have much to accomplish; but, as
wi omter the second year of this project,
we are confident that we can build upon
the successes of this past yvear, and realize
our goals for 2001.

Students Return From a Year Abroac

after a year-long study in Framce,
Fondwa youths Emmanuel Beauvals,
Christophe Fodrigue, and Cadet Dorelian,
have returned to Haiti. Following the train-
irng they received in France, all three hawve
beon given responsibilities working with
AL

Ernmmaniel iz now the lead organizer of
ther agricultural technical tearm warking with
the Cubans. His energy has been crucial
to the peasants’ active participation in
trainings. This last manth he has beon or-
ganizing the next 485 Execud e Comumit-
feeelections whikch will take place in Apeil.

Christophe has since became an admin-
istrator for 495, working primarily on man-
aging the bakery, the credit cooporative,

as well a5 a number of other respansibili-
thes inour 4S5 ol Tice in Port-au-Prinoe.

after studyving construction and auto
muzchanics during his time in France, Ca-
det has since been working to put in place
o first vocational training achaal in car-
pentry and masancy and an auto parts
shap on the Jakmel road. He has also
helped us ta build a new pig sty for aur
Freey Bk Prafect for the school, 'We hape
to use the profits from this project to pay
the 58 drtaineteachers' salarles. Cadet
wiilll aleo ohvearsss all the constrection aotivi-
ties A9 plans to undertalke.

With the roturm of our youths to
Fondwa, we foresee a promising next fews
wears for 4685

address the difficulties
wiiz Taced in 2000 and
remain more i buane
with the local realities

of Fondwa and of A8
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Education In Fondwa:
e SE. Antoine School

ATter a month- lCII"IE imitial aszessmant Process Back in -ll.pll"ll 2000,
Frans and Gerdien Goossens of Holland returmed to us in Haovember for
a thres year assignment.

Frans, teacher (with 25 vears of experence |, architect, artist, and
pardenar extraordinaine, will be working with a school rencwvation team
{wehich includes Anselot Philippes, 5r. Simone, and some of the teachers)
to imprave the £f. Arforfmne Schioos organizational structure and make
propasals for a new curriculum.

This is a long-tenm process, as Frans belleves innovation takes much
timee in Haiti, especially in the field of education, He will begin network-
g with ather schaals 0 Haitl, exehanging Information and educational
materials. And after extensive discussions, meetings, and assessments
with our ¢ dafoine teachers, he hopes the teachers will begin working
tegether to achiowe quality education here in Fondwa,

wWith the help of the Holland-based Soanren © forr (see A Bubch
ChAwistmas Thooghs on page Todr ) and the Haitian NGO FOWEL, we hadse
begun construction of the new school! First s the kindergarten section
{which includes three classrooms, a meeting room, a water reserwoir, a
skorage room and a toilet]. We are still locking to finance the last third of
thie costs for this new building, 'We would appreciate any sUpRort you
mikght b sedlling to pravide us in completing the schools constrsction.

Frams s also Ming 3] _:_1w.~ cumput&r lessans ta the students. We
weoLid be gratefiul for donations of secondhand PC's (110 volt).

e

aim is an Education for US. Youths

dwa knoes of the inspiration it prowides,

eaves the same person as they came.
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= SEWAE VeV MaIg B0 e fhe
Wy Be odaler pouth at Ehe orphanage
fortk care of He powigel oRnes ah
ployed with fart, the aren't lacking for
fowe. .. Hhay ore savrolncied By iEY

o Wi wire grociously entertaimed i thatr eme
HIEh severey grond chifdren arownd kelping fo greet
us, The special iy of the howse s hat ohoop/ate, made
from @ cpoea-iTe bean graven an their own feom,
They hod some for everyone... more Hhan 20 geapie!

= Wi refurned fo the Commuinity Cenver o fhe
sound of dance sk and’ the pardy was underaop!
Mot of e gof indo M dancing and 50 o e O
bans, .. N WEES Srnal way 19 GO £ an eg oL fask
Funf olay i P, Ano' what o Sl oy o was Cm
et

Any time you have your Life positfeely, funda-
mentally changed , you have abetter |ife to lfve, The
carlior you can undergo such a change, the longer
you have to gain from it's benefits.  One score of
Fhiladelphia's youth have already had their lives
changed. The future wilk ses seores more.

b Attty B o aoroEr fhe veliey
t sl STE g the ne e T 506

me Visitor's Program

Gerdlen, who has experience in the
tourist industry in Holland, will be
working on the 48 FTowriss Sgcat iona!
Sropramwith the help of Mina Bekkers,
a Dutch stedent in International Tour-
t=m. She will start where Sue Conlin,
Corey Haitings and Jim Khun left off,
in terms of Improving the program —
developing seminars for our visitors on
life for the peasant woman in Maiti and
on the role of vwoodoo religion (with a
wisit to a local templa). She will also
begin helping ACLUERAF, Fondwa"s wouth
group, develop exchanges with ather
young visitors to Fondwa,

If vou are interested in organizing
of joining a group to come visit us,
please contact 5e Anita von Wellsheim
AL 1-B00-275-4805 ar by emall at
avonwWarsC). org.

Hopefully, by the time yvou come
visit ws, Frams and Gerdien will have
mastered wine-making from all the dif-
ferent fruits praduced here in Fondwa
ia hobby of thelrs in Holland)! Cheears!




News From Old Friends...

And New

= A Letter from Sue Conlin

Here is anexcenpt of a letter Sue Condin
wirobe to friends and Family follosaing her
departure this past July, Sue spent three
vears with us in Fondwa as A9 nurse and
tounist program coordinator (along with
Coroy Hastings and dim Khun) while living
and working at Fatima Howse (the Fondwa
Orphanage).

Here, she reflects on ber time in Hait:

| am back in the States permanently,
hawving Left Haitl on July 17 2000, 1am
feehng =ad about keaving Haitl, The people
of Fond'sa were soextraordinarily kind and
welcoming to me. | will miss the sense of
being cared for by an entire community. |
recognize | will alse miss the feeling that
my job: 15 part of a very impartant larger
effort.

Very alten people ask me: "Do you
think there is any hope for Haiti?"

¥is, | 5o defimtely hope for Hanti; in
the peasant movement and i education,
The three major problems facing Haitl ane
poverty, environmental disaster and a gov-
emment that lacks the will to serve the
people. Solutions to all of these problems
must start with an educated population,

The peasantry, the bulkof the popula-
tlan, will become mare knowledgeable
rmore able b asses information, more able
to influence local policy and wltimately na-
ticmail palicy

And the peasant crpanizations ane giv-
ing the peaple a wolce, The vibrant peas-

ank movernent represents a spontaneous
effort on the part of the people at the base
to improswe their lrves, They are learming
democracy, are leaming o aCcept respon-
sibftity and contred. Inspite of all the cur-
rent difficulties in Hait, | defimitely see hope
o it fULIre,

Blessings, S Sl

= A Dutch Christrnas Thought

The Sferrren Covporation, & Hallamd-
based indust rial manufacturing company,
upan learming of the three-year commit-
ment Frans and Gerdien Goossens made
towaork in Fondwa, lent thor support to
theedr efforts by doing sometiing a Httle dif-
ferent this past Christmas. Instead of pre-
senting their employees with an anneal
Chrstmas gift, Sfavrerrdecided to present
a gift to Fondwa , on behalf of their em-
plovecs. Below s an cxcerpt of their Chnst-
mas card. We would like to thank them
for their generosity,

Wihert el we olp for Ciwiatmae™ Shall
Wi ge for Ehe chiocolales and the Bottie of
v o Sl wie choose samebhnme entiredy
arfferentd Whya pood couse?” Nhe answer
i oifche o conseguenitly very Erue! we
are exceeatngll well-off i Bie Netheriands,
Ar? wilven one I the pevileged position
fo i sommetfhing for peapde who ore ing
fet it oo by Bl periaer the most imoor
i reaon For L s he ot et hetr prgiedt
i Inrsed on @ feng-term aporoach,

el popiation will receive ool
corifon and suppart so Bey con ralintaorn
e ey o irviedifiood &7 e dome run,. Thre
contrbution fromstamen mall e woo o
iy o dbania'a new dindergarten. Furmd-
e, eoveationad Maberials, feaohing ac-
cessories for Hhe teochers, Foys — there is
greed for evern Hhe rmost efemerntary s
fers, Starren bedieves s i N very s
senoe of resl qrd. Mo Chresteas gifes for
EREOYess and usiness relations, B a @it
f Fwie penple, oF ratier d iFE ke FO0 ofvi-
ol frewn o peserty-strioken ared in Mol

Starrert wishes them afd S stremeth
and sucorss By eed in M,

A healthy and hagey year 2007,

Berey Thems,
rector, Starren BV, Modlang

APF

Box 13062
Delrmas, Haiti

Cﬂnl‘.ri butions to AFF can be made out to A5 and sent to:

We respect all requests that donations be used Tor specific projects,

= A Benefit Farty for Fondwa

Wanting to share their Fondwa expe-
rienoes with friends and fasmily after retom-
ing home to 5t Lowis, Missouri from a wisit
with us in July 2000, Michael and Betty
Kuslker throw a benefit party for Fondea,

They planned a Fondva cultural nght
which included Haitkan music, Canbbean
fomd, amd, a5 Michael recently wrote us,
"W raised money (us51,115) and con-
scimsness, and had a good time on top of
it.”™ They plan to organize more benetfits
in the fusture,

Wie walild like to thank them for think-
ing of us.

= Our Voluriteer Team

within the past few months, Fondwa
wietcomed five nevw volunbeers, expanding
o international solunteer team to seven.
In addition to vetermnarian Dr, Julio Simaon
Maure and agronomist Horberto Banos
Femandez, from Cuba, Fondwa has moer
become hame to individuats from Holland,
France, and the United States, W al-

ready reported to you on the werkof Frans
and Gerdien Goossens.

Our other volunteers: Heeltje
Bekkers, known as Mna, arrived in
Foamndwa in lanuary. & stedent from the
Metherlands, she will work wath Gerdien
an the Twurist Ecwcationad Progrars. She
i% researching ways to 2xpand the program
toinclude a visit to Cuba, as well as gon-
erating Interest in our program in Eurape,
Her six-manth stay in Fendwa & part of
her studies on Inbermnational Tourism Man-
agement and Consultancy

after a month-long wisit with us in
1%, arranged through cur on-going
partvership with CEMRY, Thomas Pitawud
from France retursed bo Fondwia in Sep-
permber 2000, He completed his studies at
the Deoariment of Tropical Agromomprin
Guadeloupe (the Caraikbeans) this past
summer. He has been workkng closehy with
the Cuban tearm on developing techmical
eraining with the peasants, among his many
ather resporsiixlithes At the 400 Carnfes

After a three day visit to Fondwa last
July whith a Gfabad Exchomee delegation,
Califormnia native boyce Kim retumed to
us in January to spend one year helping
L writh e Tuned raising efforts and tostart
our first vocational training schood in car-
pentry and masonr.



